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| ABSTRACT |

A Comparative Study between Gaesong Merchants and

San-xi{ 1|41 Merchants in China

Yang, Jeong-pil '

The Gaesong Merchant was compared with the San-xif[l|ff}] Merchant
of China. The two merchants have been in business for more than 500
years and were the best merchants of the time.

But other parts also existed. First of all, his attitude toward political
power was different. The Shanshi merchants were greatly helped by the
political power. The relationship between Shanshi Merchants and the
political power continued afterwards. And there was support of political
power in the growth of Shanshi Merchants. On the other hand, the
Kaesong merchant carried out commercial activities without depending on
political power.

Second, Kaesong merchants and Shanshi merchants faced crisis around
the 19th century. The Shanshi merchants successfully overcame the crisis
by running P'iao-hao[ZZj}} business. However, the government played a
big role behind the economic success. And with the fall of the Qing
Dynasty, the Piao-hao[ZZj} business faced a crisis and the San-xi
merchants failed to overcome the crisis and ended up falling. On the other
hand, the Kaesong merchant wanted to overcome the crisis by growing
ginseng. Ginseng produced by Gaesong Merchant is an internationally

competitive product, which has strengthened the survival of Gaeseong

* Associate Professor, Department of History, Jeju National University
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Merchant.

Third, Kaesong merchants and San-xi merchants had a system of
training young merchants. During the period when Piao-hao was running,
the shop clerks system was operated. In order to train competent and
reliable clerks, San-xi Merchants also developed a special system. On the
other hand, the Kaesong merchant had a merchant training system, but
instead of using the trained merchant as a clerk, they allowed him to act
as an independent merchant. A number of independent merchants have
been active in business and they have strengthened the competitiveness of
Kaesong merchants.

Compared to San-xi merchants, Gaesung Merchant did not rely on
political power, had its own competitive products, and continuously
produced talented young merchants. These features have strengthened their

competitiveness, making them constantly active even after modern times.

Key—words: Gaesong Merchants, San-xi{|1|/fi} merchant, the origin of merchant,
an attitude toward political power, the training of merchants.
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