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{Abstract>

Changes in the City of Gaesong and the Economic Foundation
of Gaesong Merchants in the Early Japanese Colonial Period

Wang, Hyeon Jong”

This study traced changes in the city of Gaesong and the economic
foundation of Gaesong merchants in the early Japanese colonial rule, The main
point of the discussion was to examine the administrative and social changes of
Gaesong in the early days of the Japanese colonial period to examine the changes
in the urban population of Gaesong citizens and their connection to commercial
activities, The city's living base does not only refer to the traditional living base,
but also includes the transformation of modern cities, such as administration,
courts, and police, as well as socioeconomic networks such as modern schools,
hospitals and post offices,

Moreover, it had a significant impact on the changes in the living space of
the citizens of Gaesong and intended to examine the changes in the land survey
in Gaesong in 1912, Through a Japanese land survey, changes in the space where
citizens of Gaesong reside, or the change in the number system of residence, led
to the reorganization of the urban space compartment, In 1910, the Japanese
colonial government building was centered around Daehwajeong in
Songdo-myeon, Gaesong, and the Japanese began to invade downtown Gaesong,

The citizens of living within Gaesong were approximately 8,000 people, and
there were wide variations in land ownership resulting in 5,680 Korean
landowners with 382 people over 1,000 pyeong occupying 80% of the total

Korean land. In addition, in the Songdo-myeon area that encompasses downtown

* Professor of Modern Korean History in the Department of History and Culture, Mirae Campus,

Yonsei University, Wonju, Korea.
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Gaeseong, there was a spatial change that was shown by the antagonistic
relationship between the north and south axis of the traditional business districts,
the North and South, and the western axis of Daehwajeong and Seobonjeong. In
response to Japanese merchants' advance into Gaesong, the merchants of
Gaesong have expanded their capital and expanded their business areas to
domestic and foreign export trade by reorganizing various organizations,
including the Gaesong Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Since then, Japanese
businesses have not developed much and have shrunk, In the 1920s, the scale
of capital increased, and Kim Jeongho, the second generation of Gaesong
merchants, developed commercial companies in the Gaesong region with new
management techniques,

In conclusion, the commercial activities of the Gaesong merchants were
based on the fierce recognition of ownership to register even a piece of land
under their own name based on the diligence and credit unique to the Gaesong

region,

(&IE)

Keywords: Gaesong merchant, Gaesong city land survey, Gaesong Chamber of
Commerce, joint venture Youngshinsa(7kEiit), Son Bongsang(FEVE), Kim Jeongho
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