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@ ABSTRACT

Kim Myeong-soon’s Translation and Feminism:
When You Look Back and Lonely People

Sun Kyoung Yoon

In this article, I examine the works of the “New Woman” Kim
Myeong-soon (1896-1951), focusing on her two Korean translations
of Gerhart Hauptman’s Lonely People (1891): Lonely People (1924)
and When You Look Back (1925). While Kim’s translations are often
regarded as early Korean novels due to their departure from a literal
translation of the German play, I argue that they should be seen as
feminist adaptations of the original work, with a distinct emphasis
on narrative and characterization. While Hauptman’s play centers
on a male protagonist struggling against traditional ideologies such
as family and religion, Kim’s novels foreground women’s suffering,
free love, and independence, critiquing the early marriage,
concubinage, and patriarchy of Joseon during the Japanese colonial
period. The transformation of the male narrative into a female
narrative in Kim’s works highlights the importance of the
translator’s characterization. Male characters are portrayed as
feminists who understand and respect female characters, in contrast
to the patriarchal German protagonist of the source text.
Meanwhile, female characters are depicted as independent women as
advocates of free love in the target texts. Kim resists the oppressive
and suffocating patriarchal society, rewriting the German play into

two feminist novels of the colonized Joseon era.
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